One Step Removed

The ‘One Step Removed’ movement is a very common movement whose advocates you will find everywhere amongst the saints. In fact, it is very hard to find anyone who is not a paid-up member of this movement! Almost all living saint in the UK are a paid-up members or have been paid-up members. This movement has quietly spread its tentacles throughout all that the saints do and hardly anyone notices this movement. So, what is this ‘One Step Removed’ movement up to? To be a paid-up member you have to go along with one or more (and for most saints they go along with all three) of the following:

· You replace the ‘Kingdom of God’ with the ‘Church’;
· You replace the ‘Heart’ with the ‘Soul’ or perhaps the ‘Mind’;
· You replace ‘Repentance’ with an ‘Apology’.
To be a paid up member of this movement all you have to do is to read/think ‘church’ every time you read/think about the Kingdom of God; similarly for the other two ‘replacements’. 

Thus, whenever you hear that someone has done something wrong, you immediately think an apology is needed. It never crosses your mind that there is a difference between an apology and repentance. And it most certainly does not cross your mind that God wants repentance and that He never asks for an apology (although an apology might be a part of repentance). 

In the same way, when you read the instructions of Jesus: 
‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God’ 
You immediately think of seeking, of first importance, the good of the church. You automatically spend your time, money and energies in keeping the church going (at all costs) not realising that your time, money and energies ought to be going into seeking the Kingdom of God. Quite literally there is a world of difference between the Kingdom of God and the church (at least what we usually mean by the word ‘church’). 

Cure
So, how does one leave this movement? How do we get ourselves free of the tentacles this movement has put around ourselves? 

First, realise that there is a difference between these terms. 

Secondly, start believing what God tells us about them and what He wants us to do regarding them. Try not to take for granted anything you have been taught about them and allow God, through the Spirit of Truth, lead you into His truth about these matters.

Thirdly, put off the wrong thinking/actions and start putting on the right thinking/actions. This is undoubtedly the hardest of the three to do as it goes against so much we take for granted. 


P.S. Other articles give further help regarding this.
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